
RELIGION AND CULTURE

REL-1002 (3) Exploring Religions: World's Religions 
(3 hrs Lecture) Religion is a universal phenomenon that 
varies in meaning from culture to culture. This course 
examines the ways religion is understood in different 
cultures, introducing basic concepts used in the academic 
study of religion (e.g., sacred and profane, myth and 
history, symbol and ritual, etc.) through a survey of the 
major world religious traditions (e.g., Judaism, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and the 
religions of indigenous peoples of North and South 
America). The teachings of individual traditions, how these 
teachings developed over time, and differences in 
interpretation will be examined against the background of 
the culture that produced them.

REL-1003 (6) Exploring Religion: the Bible (3 hrs 
Lecture) The meaning of the Bible is seldom self-evident. It 
has been interpreted in different and sometimes 
contradictory ways by various faith communities, within 
both Judaism and Christianity, who look to the Bible as an 
authoritative religious guide. The course seeks to explain 
why the Bible has been interpreted differently by various 
religious groups living in different times and places. It does 
so by introducing students to modern biblical scholarship, 
which sees the Bible against the background of the 
historical, political, cultural and intellectual contexts in 
which the biblical texts were written and interpreted.
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-2125.

REL-2001 (6) Elementary Biblical Hebrew (4 hrs 
Lecture) This course will introduce students to the 
fundamentals of biblical Hebrew grammar and vocabulary. 
Selected prose texts in the Hebrew Bible will be read and 
translated.

REL-2011 (3) Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic 
I (3 hrs Lecture | 1 hrs Lab) This course is designed to 
introduce Modern Standard Arabic to students who have 
little or no prior knowledge of the language. Students learn 
the Arabic alphabet and master basic concepts of case 
and agreement. Vocabulary and additional grammatical 
concepts are discussed and integrated into classroom 
exercises and homework assignments. Restriction: Arabic 
speakers and persons with more than the most 
rudimentary prior knowledge of Arabic are not eligible to 
take this course.
Restrictions: Instructor Permission Required. Students 
may not hold credit for this course and REL-2010.
Requisite Courses: REL-2011L (lab) (must be taken 
concurrently).

REL-2012 (3) Introduction to Modern Standard Arabic 
II (3 hrs Lecture | 1 hrs Lab) This course is designed to 
further develop introductory Modern Standard Arabic skills 
for students who have taken REL-2011 Modern Standard 
Arabic I. Students master basic concepts of case and 
agreement, learn how to form id-fah constructions, and 
form simple nominal and verbal sentences. Vocabulary and 
additional grammatical concepts are discussed and 
integrated into classroom exercises and homework 

assignments. Restriction: Arabic speakers and persons 
with more than the most rudimentary prior knowledge of 
Arabic are not eligible to take this course.
Restrictions: Instructor Permission Required.
Requisite Courses: REL-2011 [prerequisite(s)]; 
REL-2012L (Lab) (must be taken concurrently).

REL-2121 (3) Early Judaism: From Formative to 
Normative (3 hrs Lecture) This course surveys the 
historical events, documents, modes of interpretation, major 
figures and diverse communities and beliefs and practices 
that preceded and informed the emergence of rabbinic 
Judaism. The course unpacks the influence of momentous 
events such as Greek and Roman conquests in the Middle 
East, the nascent Jesus movement, and the destruction of 
the Jerusalem Temple in 70 C.E.. It explores how 
documents such as the Dead Sea scrolls, the Apocrypha 
and the Pseudepigrapha and authors such as Philo of 
Alexandria and Josephus provide insight into the formative 
period of Early Judaism. It introduces students to the major 
genres of early biblical interpretation, such as typology, 
allegory, and midrash and oral Torah.
Cross-listed: CLAS-2704
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and CLAS-2704.

REL-2125 (3) Modern Biblical Interpretation (3 hrs 
Lecture) Through the examination of specific, selected 
texts, this course introduces students to the basics of how 
secular biblical scholars approach and analyze biblical 
texts.
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-1003.

REL-2127 (3) Major Biblical Themes (3 hrs Lecture) 
This course will examine biblical texts on various themes 
such as creation, salvation, law and covenant, priesthood 
and kingship, death and human destiny.
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-3155.

REL-2131 (3) Apocalyptic Literature (3 hrs Lecture) 
This course will begin with a general introduction to 
apocalypse as a unique literary genre and will examine 
some of the problems of reading and interpreting 
apocalyptic writings in the light of their ancient contexts. 
This will be followed by an analysis of selected biblical and 
extra-biblical apocalyptic texts.
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-2010_3.

REL-2211 (3) Studies in the Synoptic Gospels (3 hrs 
Lecture) This course seeks to understand the origin of the 
three Synoptic Gospels of the New Testament - Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke - and the relationship among them. The 
study also involves a close examination of the distinctive 
character of these Gospels according to their literary and 
theological presentations of Jesus.
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-2211_6.







REL-2703 (3) Religions of India (3 hrs Lecture) This 
course explores the diversity of religious expression in 
India against the background of Indian culture. The focus 
will be on the origins and historical development of Indian 
ideas and practices. These are represented in the dominant 
tradition of Hinduism, as well as other important traditions 
originating in India (Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism), 
emphasizing continuities, patterns, and distinct 
developments.

REL-2704 (3) Buddhist Traditions in India and 
Southeast Asia (3 hrs Lecture) The course examines 
Buddhist beliefs and practices, focusing on the life and 
teachings of Gautama, the historical founder, the 
interpretation of his message in the Theravada tradition, 
and the development of Mahayana tradition in India. Special 
attention is given to examining the scriptural literature upon 
which these traditions are based and the spread of 
Theravada traditions to Sri Lanka and Southeast Asia.

REL-2707 (3) Chinese Religions (3 hrs Lecture) This 
course is a study of the basic beliefs and practices of the 
Chinese as informed by the three major Chinese traditions: 
Confucian, Taoist (Daoist), and Buddhist. The course will 
examine the development of each of these traditions, as 
well as their blending into a comprehensive set of beliefs 
and practices that shaped the common understanding and 
practice of Chinese religion. The effect of Communism on 
Chinese religious life and the resurgence of religion in 
Contemporary China will also be examined.
Cross-listed: EALC-2707(3).
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-2707.

REL-2708 (3) Religion in Japanese Life (3 hrs Lecture) 
This course examines the religious life of the Japanese 
people, as informed by traditions deriving from the native 
Shinto religion of Japan, the adapted traditions of Buddhism 
and Confucianism, and the impact of Westernization and 
modernization on traditional beliefs and practices.
Cross-listed: EALC-2708(3).
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-2708.

REL-2709 (3) Women in Asian Religions & Cultures (3 
hrs Lecture) The course examines the experience of 
women in several Asian cultures (e.g., India, China, Japan), 
in different religious traditions (e.g., Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Confucianism, Daoism). The course is intended as a 
comprehensive introduction to women's experience in both 
pre-modern and modern contexts, with attention to how 
women are perceived and perceive themselves in religious 
and cultural roles.
Cross-listed: EALC-2709(3).
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-2709.

REL-2710 (3) Classical Islam (3 hrs Lecture) This course 
focuses on the religious tradition of Islam from its inception 
through the medieval period. The message and the style of 
the Qur'an are examined, and Muhammad's life and 
experience as a prophet are traced. The fundamental 
beliefs and major practices of Islam are critically explored. 

The course also examines the emergence of religious, 
political and legal institutions in the early centuries of Islam. 
In addition, attention is given to theological, philosophical 
and mystical interpreters of Islamic ethos, with particular 
reference to specific scholarly interpretations from 
different regions of the Islamic world.

REL-2711 (3) Contemporary Islam (3 hrs Lecture) This 
course explores Islam as a faith and way of life in the 
modern context. Examples of Muslim approaches to 
modernity in general are examined, and modern 
interpretations of selected Qur'anic themes are studied. 

Nanth Argefs (3lTxAHx.w,b

mod dents may not hold credit for this course 















the issues pertaining to Qur'anic interpretation (exegesis) 
are discussed. After gaining an understanding of the book 
as a scripture, the history and the development of its 
exegetical venture is traced. Approaches of both classical 
and modern Muslim commentators on the Qur'an are 
explored. The Orientalists' approach to the Qur'an and its 
interpretation is also examined. For practical concerns, this 
course deals with the interpretation of the Qur'an in a 
broader context. Examples include the Qur'anic 
commentaries on Moses and Jesus.
Cross-listed: REL-3701(3).
Restrictions: Department Permission Required. Students 
may not hold credit for this course and REL-3701.
Requisite Courses: REL-1002 or REL-2701 or REL-2702 
or REL-2710 or REL-2711, and permission of the 
Department Chair [prerequisite(s)].

REL-4703 (3) Islamic Law (3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) 
This course considers the historical contexts within which 
Islamic law took shape, before examining its origins with 
the Qur'an and early development within Muslim societies. 
Next, the course shifts from the history of the law to its 
substantive areas and application, examining the underlying 
ethos and principles of Islamic law regarding violence and 
warfare, gender, non-Muslims, and modernity, are 
considered, all considered through contemporary case 
studies.
Cross-listed: REL-3703
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-3703.

REL-4708 (3) Topics in Buddhist Culture and Society 
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course explores topics of 
contemporary interest regarding the study of Buddhism and 
society, examining major issues facing Buddhism in the 
Asian context, focusing on aspects of the institutional, 
social, and political role played by Buddhism. May be taken 
for credit more than once, with permission of instructor. 
Topics may include: Buddhism and Tibetan identity in the 
struggle for Tibetan autonomy in China, the Buddhist 
monastic institution and its role in society, and debates over 
the interpretation of Buddhism in modern Asian countries.
Cross-listed: REL-3708(3) and EALC-3708(3)/4708(3).
Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not 
hold credit for this course and EALC-3708 | EALC-4708 | 
REL-3708.
Requisite Courses: 6 credit hours of EALC course work 
or permission of the instructor [prerequisite(s)].

REL-4713 (3) Gender and Sexuality in Chinese 
Culture (3 hrs Lecture) This course focuses on Chinese 
society, culture and conceptions of identity through the 
prisms of gender and sexuality. Topics include normative 
social roles as defined by Confucian values, power and 
sexual dynamics within polygamous households, the social 
body vs. the biological body and the diversity of atypical 
bodies in traditional China. Further we will see how gender 
inequality was appropriated to reflect China's 
backwardness vis à vis the West and Japan in the modern 
period, and how contemporary culture and society has 
sought to free gender expression from the confines of 
national discourse.
Cross-listed: EALC-4713(3), REL-3713(3), REL-4713(3)

Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-3709 | EALC-3713 | EALC-4709 | EALC-4713 | 
REL-3713.

REL-4719 (3) Sufism: Islamic Spirituality and 
Philosophy (3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) Sufism is Islam's 
rich tradition of spirituality and mysticism. It remains one of 
the most influential and popular expressions of Islam. 
Historically, Sufis have been celebrated for their poetry, 



representations of women's lives have changed from past 
to present. Prerequisite: 6 credit hours of EALC Culture 
(non-language) courses (or equivalent). In the absence of 
the prerequisite, permission of the instructor is required.
Cross-listed: EALC-4731.
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-4731.
Requisite Courses: You must successfully complete 6 
credits of EALC culture (non-language) courses (or 
equivalent) or permission of the instructor [prerequisite(s)].

REL-4802 (3) Indigenous Healers (3 hrs 
Seminar/Discussion) This course focuses on the 
religious/spiritual leaders who are often referred to as 




